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Article 7

After a physician whispered such a prayer, he might retur. :o work.
If the prayer were really his own, little time could pass before so. � change
took place in the character of his work. Even his moments of laxation
could reflect the "style of Christ."
A doctor who does these simple things should prepare for
Many things that happen will be easier for him to understand
find more interest in his patients as people, and their defects will
him. He may find himself more studious because his motive ir.
will witness coincidences which transcend statistical analysis, an
scientific mind will recognize the Hand of the Holy Spirit.
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Surprise will yield to confidence once the doctor learns to ant ipate the
cooperation of his Creator. He will grow more adept at disc· sing the
implications of serious illness with the patient. He might fa himsell
explaining why a good God permits physical evil. He might rea y understand the reason for the first time himself.
After all is said and done, he might see himself kneel in pm
bedside of a dying patient. He might even teach a patient tr
join him in a spoken prayer. He might, more easily, find the prr
in discussing, with residents and nurses, the approach to a sic
Indeed, if the whole concept takes hold of him, he may find k
discuss these things, since his own good example will spread the
truly thundering impact.
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This sort of Christianity could hardly fail to enhance the palli" concep t,
the traditional goal of "professional excellence." Unlike most dtan ges in
the status quo, this one z,equires little or no actual time. It has be ·n kno�
to save time, for it represents, in truth, a simplification, a sort of palan
zation of a man's life.
Most of the work required by such a rededication evolves, as usual,
upon the willing shoulders of the Holy Spirit, who has infinite free time,
as well as an insatiable appetite, for new projects.
A warning is here in order. Unknown to himself, though hardly by
accident, the doctor could become a saint.
JEROME F. WATERS, M.D.
PRESIDENT
MIAMI CATHOLIC PHYSICIANS' Gu1LD
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Franklyn E. Verdon, M.D., asso
ciate editor of this ·issue of THE LIN ACRE QUARTERLY, was born and
DR. VERDON
received his elementary education
in Hoboken, New Jersey. He graduated from High School in New York
City. He received his A.B. degree from the Catholic University of America
in 1932 and did post-graduate work there for another year. After starting
a career in dentistry in St. Louis, he transferred to medicine in 1935. After
receiving his M.D. degree in 1939, he opened an office for general practice
in Bridgewater, ·Mass. after three years of internship and residency. In
1950 Dr. Verdon moved to Coral Gables, Florida and began the practice
of general medicine in the Miami-Coral Gables area.
Dr. Verdon is a member of various medical associat10ns. He is Chief
General Practice at Mercy Hospital, Miami, Florida, and has been on
�e execu tive board for ten years, serving as chairman for the past three.
lie serves on the staffs of Baptist Hospital, South Miami Hospital, and
ariety Children's Hospital of Miami. He is a founder-member of the
·a mi Catholic Physicians' Guilds. Dr. Verdon is a member of the
Bishop's Liturgical Commission and was recipient of the Bishop's Gold
edal Award for his work in the diocese. His great interest in the work
the National Federation is very evident in his devoted attendance at
rd sessions and efforts to promote the organization. He has served as
etary and is now President-Elect.
Frank and his wife, Myrtle, have eight children - five girls and

ee boys.
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